A 140-kilodalton protein is released from cultured astrocytes by phosphatidylinositol phospholipase C.
Astrocytes in culture synthesize a 140-kilodalton (140-kD) protein (protein 140) that is released into the medium on incubation with phosphatidylinositol phospholipase C. This molecule therefore belongs to the class of proteins anchored to the external side of the cell membrane through a glycolipid moiety. Protein 140 is present in astrocyte cultures derived from two different regions of the brain and is not expressed by neurons in vitro. It differs from neuronal cell adhesion molecule 120 or 140 and is probably identical to a protein of 140 kD present in C6 glioma cells.